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FINANCIAL OVERVIEW

Dear Embers Community,

As we reflect on the 2025-2026 school year, we celebrate a truly monumental milestone: Embers Academy’s
30th Anniversary. We thank God for the many blessings He has bestowed upon our parents, faculty, students,
and friends over the past three decades.

Thanks to your dedication, as well as the sacrifices of past families and faculty, Embers is positioned for an
exceptionally bright future. When the doors were opened for Embers’ first school year thirty years ago, enroliment
was fewer than 30 students. This year, our enroliment exceeded 250 students for the first time.

Your generosity continues to be a driving force behind this growth. A record number of Embers families contributed
to the Annual Fund this year. Together, through the Annual Fund and the Extravaganza, our community again
raised over $450,000.

Because tuition alone does not fully cover our operating costs, this support is vital. It directly bridges the gap, while
also providing the financial aid necessary for more students to experience an Embers education. Furthermore,
these funds empower us to make investments in our parent formation programs, faculty development, curriculum
enhancements, and campus updates.

On behalf of the Board of Directors, thank you for your generosity,
partnership, and commitment to the Embers mission. $923K Donation:
In-Kind Gifts
Sincerely,
George Holohan

. _ $10K Grant: DuPage Foundation
President, Embers Board of Directors

Beles Christian Education Grant

2025-2026 OPERATING BUDGET FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE OVERVIEW
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ANNUAL FUND

The 2025-2026 Annual Fund Drive marked a historic milestone for
Embers Acadmey. In total, 96% of our school families donated to the
Fund, representing the highest family participation rate in school
history. This remarkable level of engagement reflects our community’s
shared commitment to the mission of Embers and to helping our
students grow in faith, knowledge, and virtue. We were also grateful
for a record number of grandparents who contributed to the Fund,
highlighting the meaningful, multi-generational support that strengthens
our school community. Our sincere gratitude goes out to every donor
whose generosity helps sustain and advance the mission of Embers!

RECORD-BREAKING

96%

School family
participation in the
25-"26 Annual Fund!

2025-2026 ANNUAL FUND DONORS

GIFTS $25,000+

Anonymous
Time Bank

James and Betsy Cullerton
Paul and Lauren Dubuque
Rolando and Maria Javier
Cory and Caroline Jensen
GIFTS $5,000+ James and Beth Morgan
Shane and Mary Anastasi Joseph and Grace Rhee
Hammad Asghar and Citlaly Carbajal ~ Dan and Susan Sauer
William and Jane Foster Philip and Bozena Theodoropoulos -
George and Pilar Holohan

Brian and Teresa Jenn
Daniel and Laura McShane
Derek and Jamie Simon
Colton and Allison Smith

GIFTS $2,000+

Anonymous

Anonymous

Jason and Kelly Beck

Louis and Gladys Davis
Joseph and Kimberly Eckert
Arnold and Barbara Hansmann
David and Danielle Huber
John and Volha Liston
Richards Family Foundation

GIFTS $1,000+

Rosemary Caruthers
Jack and Anne Conroy

GIFTS $500+

Abbott

Gerard and Ellen Arens

Martin and Amy Babbo

Rod Bahjat and Luma Naim
Eduardo and Ally Benatuil
Jacek and Sylwia Bohaczyk
Kevin and Linda Buggy

Aldo and Debbie Diaz

Anthony and Hortensia Esquivel
Niall Fagan

John and Julie Galluzzi

Nawaf and Tanya Habib Publicis Groupe

Ajomon Joy and Cimona Simon RBC

Christopher Kainovic and Theresa Panzica Jenna Sellman

Declan and Suky Lawlor Lukasz and Jennifer Sledz
James and Maria Lee Greg and Angelina Swon
Marlas Lunch Giveback Nawar and Maryem Telche
Michael and Katie McEwen Marty and Denise Torres

John and Karen Ostrowski David and Shannon Walasinski

Our Sparks experience an array of enriching
field trips that bring learning beyond the
classroom: inspiring curiosity, deepening

understanding, and creating lasting
memories for our students.



ANNUAL FUND DONORS

GIFTS UP TO $499

Simon and Siji Abraham

Manuel and Lollie Acuna

Anonymous

Alex Argirov and Lauren Lucchesi

Shane and Teresa Ayers

Bob and Katie Baehl

George and Malgorzata Balaban

Noel and Juna Balbon

Robert and Julene Barder

Jeff and Jessica Bartel

Michael and Connie Beckman

Paul and Sara Black

Pablo and Toni Boville

James Bowman

Peter and Kalindi Brendan

Carlos Buen Abad Najar and
Ariadna Murguia Berthier

Rory and Keara Burke

Thomas and Gabriela Burke

Michael and Pascale Burns

Suzanne Cameron

Robert and Meredith Carpenter

Gwen Carter

Daniel and Sylvia Casaletto

Emily Casaletto

Joaquin and Maria lbero Castillo
Samuel and Laura Castillo

Cyril and Ciji Chacko

Sam Choi and Jennifer Paik
Jack and Paloma Cleveland
Mary Collins

Edna Colon

Colonel Il James N Pritzker Charitable
Joe and Emily Conroy

Kevin and Sandy Cook

Joseph Corona

Florence Cullerton

Thomas and Marisol Cunningham
Patrick and Karen Cusack

John and Tammy Dabe

Craig and Bonnie Davis
Christopher and Kate DeCanto
Ramon and Kristine del Rosario
Patrick and Mary Grace Doerr
Paul and Mary Doetsch

Patrick and Julie Donovan
Kieran and Kayla Driver

David and Julie Dylegowski
Teresa Dylegowski

Robert and Terese Dysart

Peter and Alice Eck

George and Prudence Faklaris
Kemal and Claudia Fakovic
Russell and Elizabeth Fernandes
Carlos and Brenda Fernandez
Joseph and Allison Ferrini
Benjamin and Kathleen Foster
Joseph and Faye Foster
Christian and Elizabeth Gauna
Jobin and Anupama George
Anthony and Kathleen Gillespie
Robert and Colleen Gilligan
Christopher and Kristine Goffos
Robert and Danielle Gorzelanny
Mateusz and Paulina Granat
Victor and Tina Grandinetti
Michael and Beatriz Gray
Anthony and Laura Gualandri
Richey and Blossom Gupta
Patrick and Lisa Hanretty

Scott and Jeanne Henschell
Andrew and Madeleine Holoska
Joseph and Vallery Hrbacek
Howard and Maria Humber
Joseph Ignoffo and Margaret Nanninga
Debra Jacklow

Elizabeth Jacobucci

BUILDING A BRIGHTER FUTURE

Funding from the Annual Fund and Extravaganza has made possible a number of meaningful
school improvements and enhancements, creating an even richer experience for our Sparks.

Our Sparks now enjoy a
dedicated lunchroom designed
to be a welcoming space to share
meals and build community
throughout the school day.

The addition of the Narnia
Library has created a dedicated
space for students to discover
beloved stories and nurture a
lifelong love of literature.

With additional assistance from
the Beles Grant and hands-on
support by Embers’ Dads Club, our
playground received key updates
to swings, seating, and more.



ANNUAL FUND DONORS

Edward and Debra Jonathas

Pat and Young Kasarski

Michael and Gabriela Katsantones
Joseph and Maria Keller

Amelia Kessem

John and Sharon Kestler

Gordon Kinzler

Jeffrey and Karie Kinzler

James and Julie Koenig

Keith and Kris Love Koenig
Michael and Kathleen Kopecky
John and Shannon Kovacs

Donna Krause

Brian and Jacqueline Lastovich
Steve and Tina Lastovich

Sam Lazar and Flora Shamoun
Liam and Mary Leader

Francisco Leyva and Joanna Presz
Kevin and Elena Lorenz

Brian and Mindy Lukens

Jince and Sheena Lukose

Lucian and Lisa Lupascu

Janet Masterson

Carl and Anne Mazzone

Patrick and Madeleine McEwen
Emmett and Colleen McGovern
Danny and Mary McGuire

Peter and Eva McNamara

Bani Medegan Fagla

John and Lili Mikan

Minas Mirza and Silvia Yono
Stjepan Miscetic and Regina Cairo
Nancy Mitchell

John and Catherine Mullen

Apo Naccashian and Nathalie Terzian
Darius and Magdalena Ner

John and Janet Ostrowski
Francisco and Michelle Parada
Tejas Patel and Diana Covelli
Volodymyr Pavlyshyn and Olha Omelyukh
Robert Pearce

Gloria Pedrinaci

Steven and Ina Penny

Jeremy and Jennifer Potempa
Jacek and Elizabeth Predki
Jeffrey and Sarah Ptacek

Peter and Eva Radlinski

Jacob and Heather Raffe

Janusz and Anna Rajska
Robert and Simone Rey
Will and Susan Rey
Luis Rivas and Magdalena Kolodziej
Charlene Roland
Frank and Nora Romeo
Adam and Joanna Rybka
Robert Sadlowski
Steve and Beth Samikkannu
Georgia Sampedro
Daniel and Oksana Schak
David and Vanessa Schweihs -
Christopher and Elizabeth Seuffert
Brian and Diana Silhan
Thomas and Elizabeth Simutis
Greg and Marzena Sipiora
David and Elizabeth Smith
Ann Sodaro
Lourene Solarz
Barbara Spencer
Michael and Alexa Stangel
Zebediah Stearns, Jr
Christian and Mona Stepansky
Anthony and Michelle Strazzante
Edward and Amy Thomas
Emad Toma and Farah Sholji
Jinan Toma and Stella Shamoun
Carl and Mary Turano
Masao and Louise Uenuma
Andrew and Suzy Uliman
Pedro and Laura Valencia
Alvaro Vargas and Amanda Casas
Marek Vasat and

Katerina Strizikova
James Vasquez and

Aura Nieva Maliwanag
Daniel and Katherine Wasserman
Dave and Denise Wasserman
Tim and Sarah Weiske
William and Kerry Whalen
Joshua and Christina Williams
Bernadette Wischhover
Eric Wischhover
Sean Wischhover
Mariola Wlodkowska
Carol Wong
Wain and Lola Wong
Robert Yalda and Linda Baezo

A record number of extracurricular offerings
gave our Sparks opportunities to explore
their interests, develop new skills, and
discover their talents. Highlights included
Fire Choir’s spirited production of
Willy Wonka Kids, the creative adventures
of Mrs. Rivas’ Architecture Club, and a
historic milestone for Embers Soccer,
which advanced to the playoffs for
the first time in school history!
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EMBERS EXTRAVAGANZA

This year’s Extravaganza celebrated the enduring vision that has
shaped Embers Academy over the last 30 years. As our community
gathered to mark this important milestone, we reflected on how far
our school has come since welcoming its first class in 1995, and
took this special opportunity to look back at the people and ideas
that made Embers possible.

During the evening, founding Board members John Kurt and Beth &
Jim Morgan shared the hopes and aspirations that inspired our early
families to establish Embers. They spoke of their desire to create a
school rooted in strong Catholic education, where children would be
surrounded by families who shared their values, and with community
committed to faith formation and character development.

That founding vision has been carried forward by generations of
Embers families who have invested their time, talents, and resources
in the life of our school. We were honored to hear from several long-
standing families whose commitment to Embers has helped sustain
and strengthen the school throughout its history.

z%wa@myc&m&bm

that this was a special place. There was such a
sense of unity... When you cultivate a community
where people are united around the same
mission, incredible things happen.”
-Pascale Burns, Embers mom of six

We also heard from current teachers who once walked the halls of
Embers as students themselves, demonstrating the lasting impact
of an Embers education and the many ways our alumni continue to
be an integral part of our school’s story.

Three decades ago, the vision for a school built on faith, knowledge,
and virtue began. Today, that vision continues to grow through the
dedication of our faculty, the partnership of our families, the generosity
of our supporters, and the joy of our Sparks. We are deeply grateful
to everyone who has helped write the story of Embers over the past
30 years, and to all who are helping shape the next chapter!
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Extravaganza 2026

EVENT SPONSORS

BLAZE
Chapman Spingola
Time Bank

PARTNER
Rod Bahjat and Luma Naim
Jason and Kelly Beck
Sam and Patsy Carter
George and Pilar Holohan
Liston Legal Group
Northridge Prep
Derek and Jamie Simon
Colton and Allison Smith




EXTRAVAGANZA DONORS

Shane and Mary Anastasi
Anonymous (x5)

Alex Argirov and Lauren Lucchesi
Shane and Teresa Ayers

Martin and Amy Babbo

Bob and Katie Baehl

George and Malgorzata Balaban
Robert and Julene Barder

Jeff and Jessica Bartel

Michael and Connie Beckman
Pablo and Toni Boville

Kevin and Linda Buggy

Rory and Keara Burke

Robert and Meredith Carpenter
Gina Caruso

Jeremy and Caroline Caruthers
Emily Casaletto

Daniel and Sylvia Casaletto
Brett and Catherine Castelli
Joaquin and Maria Ibero Castillo
Samuel and Laura Castillo
Isaias Chaves and Diana MacLean
Mary Childers

Jack and Paloma Cleveland
Edna Colon

Jack and Anne Conroy

James Cullerton and Betsy Mitchell
Anthony and Gloria Curran

Kate Cusack

Patrick and Karen Cusack
Ramon and Kristine del Rosario
Aldo and Debbie Diaz

Paul and Mary Doetsch

Brian and Grettel Donahue
Kieran and Kayla Driver

Paul and Lauren Dubuque
David and Julie Dylegowski
Peter and Alice Eck

Joseph and Kimberly Eckert
Edward Jones

Joe and Lauren Egan

Anthony and Hortensia Esquivel
Niall Fagan

George and Prudence Faklaris
Kemal and Claudia Fakovic
Peggy Feller

Joseph and Allison Ferrini
Bernard and Crystal Floeder

Flooring & More Inc

John and Julie Galluzzi
Christian and Elizabeth Gauna
Anthony and Kathleen Gillespie
Robert and Colleen Gilligan
Andrew and Annie Gilstrap
Robert and Danielle Gorzelanny
Michael and Beatriz Gray
Robert and Nina Greiber
Richey and Blossom Gupta
Nawaf and Tanya Habib

Patrick and Lisa Hanretty

Scott and Jeanne Henschell
Teresa Hoffman Liston

Andrew and Madeleine Holoska
Joseph and Vallery Hrbacek
David and Danielle Huber
Howard and Maria Humber
Joseph Ignoffo and Margaret Nanninga
Rolando and Maria Javier

Cory and Caroline Jensen
Michelle Katz

Keep It Clean

Joseph and Maria Keller
George and Clare Kemper

Lee Kemper

Amelia Kessem

John and Sharon Kestler

Bill Kipp

Don and Marcia Knorr

Keith and Kris Love Koenig
Michael and Kathleen Kopecky
John and Shannon Kovacs
John Kurt

Michael and Janet Laird
Michael Larkin

Brian and Jacqueline Lastovich
James and Maria Lee
Francisco Leyva and Joanna Presz
Jacky Liston

John and Volha Liston

Brian and Mindy Lukens

Lucian and Lisa Lupascu

Janet Masterson

Michael and Katie McEwen
Patrick and Madeleine McEwen
Danny and Mary McGuire
Peter and Eva McNamara

John and Lili Mikan

Maciej and Marta Mikula

Minas Mirza and Silvia Yono

Stjepan Misetic and Regina Cairo

James and Beth Morgan

Joey Morris

Apo Naccashian and Nathalie Terzian

North Shore Dental Group

John and Karen Ostrowski

Anthony Panzica

Jeffrey and Sarah Ptacek

Madeleine Raffe

Relevant Radio

Review Well

Robert and Simone Rey

Will and Susan Rey

Joseph and Grace Rhee

Christopher and Alison Richards

Charlene Roland

Michael Therese Romano

Charles and Rosamaria Roth

Adam and Joanna Rybka

Steve and Beth Samikkannu

David and Vanessa Schweihs

Brian and Diana Silhan

Lukasz and Jennifer Sledz

Barbara Spencer

Michael and Katie Stangel

Tyler and Courtney Stanley

Christian and Mona Stepansky

Anthony and Michelle Strazzante

Konrad and Agnieszka Sulima

Przemyslaw Szumowski and
Victoria Szumowska

Nawar and Maryem Telche

Philip and Bozena Theodoropoulos

Edward and Amy Thomas

Pedro and Laura Valencia

Marek Vasat and Katerina Strizikova

James and Ivee Vasquez

David and Shannon Walasinski

Dave and Denise Wasserman

Charlie and Gabriela Weikel

William and Kerry Whalen

William and Michele Whalen

Joshua and Christina Williams

Matthew and Elise Wiliams
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EMBERS ACADEMY
5340 N. Greenwood Ave.
Niles, IL 60714
embersacademy.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
George Holohan, President
Brian Jenn, Secretary

Kelly Beck

Sam Carter

Niall Fagan

Derek Simon

Alli Smith

Pedro Valencia





